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NZ architectural awards for Warkworth projects

A beautiful Waipiata lodge and a glazed pavilion acting as a gateway and resource centre for Warkworth’s Brick Bay Sculpture Trail have been recognised with a New Zealand Institute of Architects Resene NZ Award for Architecture 2007.

Waipiata

The secluded property overlooks the tidal edge of the Mahurangi Harbour.

The large, split-level property, designed by Auckland architect Noel Lane (Noel Lane Architects), seamlessly blends into the natural environment by incorporating its surroundings into the design. 

The building faces north, overlooking a gently sloping grassed headland surrounded by mature native trees. The final result is a house that is part of the landscape.

Originally planned as a large family home, Waipiata now serves as a guest lodge.

Glass House

The Glass House, which spans the outlet to a small lake, was designed by Noel Lane of Auckland architecture practice Noel Lane Architects.

The architect was tasked with creating a building within a confined space and utilised for conflicting activities – transience and rest.

The judging panel wrote: “Simply and superbly detailed [The Glass House] rises above its agricultural references. The internal environment is tempered with controlled openings and screens and luminous citrus boxes excite the otherwise quiet bucolic charm of the valley.

A total of 28 entries including homes, offices, education and hospitality projects were named New Zealand Award recipients from more than 119 entries from leading NZIA member practices nationwide.  Judging is done across three regions – Northern, Central and Southern. Each region has a jury of five architects, including a convenor.


Among the New Zealand Award winners are 15 residences located from Warkworth to Queenstown, including new homes and renovated classics. 

In the Northern Region winners included nine other residential projects; a sports-complex-gymnasium at Auckland Grammar School; the new safety screen on Grafton Bridge; and a Bellota Tapas Bar within the SKYCITY complex.

Judges evaluated entries against criteria including the relationship of a building to its site and context, design quality, building form, structure and spatial qualities. User satisfaction, the use of colour and materials and environmental aspects were also taken into account.

The main consideration for the judges in assessing projects is how well a building resolves key design issues and then builds on this solution to “contribute to the advancement of architecture”.

The NZIA Resene New Zealand Awards for Architecture were established by the NZIA to celebrate the innovation, creativity and excellence of projects nationwide.  New Zealand Awards recipients are now eligible for a coveted Supreme Award, to be announced in Wellington on Saturday 26 May.
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